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Beach Nourishment for Coastal Protection
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Abstract

Beach erosion is known as a World’s phenomenon in which land is worn away and loss as a result of
natural events and human induces. During the last century, many erosion-control techniques were
developed to mitigate the undesirable impacts of erosion events. By far probably the most common
alternative to manage shoreline retreat in Thailand has been the construction of coastal protection
structures. Those structures often look unnatural or unsightly and can have the negative effect on
recreational beach experiences. Furthermore, their placement often leads to loss valuable wetlands and
natural buffers, and may increase erosion on adjacent shorelines. During the last decade, beach
nourishment was recognized as an environmentally friendly approach of shore protection, particularly
along the coasts of the western developed countries. It has been highlighted lately as a solution to coastal
erosion; proponents of this option sustain that increasing beach width by physically adding sand to a beach
buffers wave energy and slows retreat rates. It is a soft protective and remedial measure that leaves a
beach in a more natural state than engineering structures and preserves its recreational value

Keywords : Beach nourishment, Coastal erosion, Coastal protection, Non-structural measure
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